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Chapter 1: UNKNOWN 


The metallic object that spun was colored 
silver. Spinning in a straight line with the autumn 
sun in the blue sky, it reflected an eerie light. 
Sending an arc of light along the antennas over 
the buildings... 

BAM! 

The rows of green lined up on the hill rose 
like mountains, the pine forests crumbled, turning 
to a rubble of asphalt and stone. 

Crumble, crumble, crumble... 

Tokyo’s streets disappeared into the dust 
storm. 

The silver machine that shot lasers seemed 
to be aiming at the former defense unit and self- 
defense unit buildings — which were presently in 
the middle of the Serjei headquarters. 

Hundreds of meters in the sky, the silver 
ball of metal once again unleashed beams of light. 


BOOM! 

Mountains of dirt once again rose from the streets, 
pushing with them the rows of buildings like grasses in the 
wind. 


From the impact, the underground shelter6 radar 
center shook, but it was still all right. 

fWeGe facing an unknown flying object. Releasing 
missiles! 

Wait a minute, it@ useless!0 

Amidst the echo of the first explosion, Second 
Lieutenant Kaji halted his subordinatesOretaliation. 

Had it been a direct hit, the timing would have killed 
them all completely. However, it was not a direct hit. In 
which case, they must avoid sending missiles directly over 
the city& skies towards an unknown flying object | even 
greater harm might fall on Tokyo. The best option would 
be to attack the object after it left the city. 

(€ They attacked us when we were completely 
vulnerable. But since it wasn@ a direct hit, the enemy must 
have some other sort of agenda.) 

Second Lieutenant Kaji sensed this instinctively. 

The air traffic control attendant sitting in the radar 
room on the other side of one pane of glass finally noticed 
the telephone on his desk and took up the receiver. 


(Who the hell are you trying to call? We wonG survive the 
next hit.) 

Just then, the second attack came. The entire shelter 
rumbled and shook. 

PAbhé !!0 

Shit! 

Among the five attendants two were female, but all the 
cries were masculine. Dust and sand rained from the ceiling. 

The emergency lights began to flash, the computers 
switched over to the backup generator | their monitors suddenly 
switching off for an instant before reappearing with the setup 
screens. The words fSensors downd and fRepair immediately 
flashed on the screens. 

The underground cable had been cut. And with the radar 
centers all around Tokyo cut, that meant the defense air squad 
had no way to communicate with the ground. 

That was why AAnjuO was screaming. 

Sceond Lieutenant Kaji called the system computer for the 
air defense squad MAnjuO for short. But it had absolutely 
nothing to do with that famous story. 

fé Even with the Unknown captured, why was attack 
impossible?0 

The soldier on the other side of the glass grinned in a tight 
smile and spoke. 

re 10 

(Sending out that order is YOUR damn job. I keep telling 
you to stop using the defense microcircuit to seduce women.) 


It took all the self-control that Kaji Second Lieutenant had 
to prevent himself from throwing the receiver onto the floor. 

TH-THUNK!! 

Again, it sounded like a room nearby had been hit. It 
sounded much farther away than the second hit, but even the 
emergency lights had turned off. 

Use the flashlight!0 

Inside the darkness, pitiful squeaking sounds from the 
machines could be heard. Anju had set up its second level 
emergency system. 

With the computerG individual judgment, no more missiles 
would be launched. For the past 100 years, there was not a 
country that had tried to stand up to Japan. So if a country had 
decided to attack, retaliation would require a decision on the 
governmental level. And unless they fell into the hypothetical 
enemy category, it would require more and more decisions of 
attacking or not attacking. 

There is a danger in inputting possibilities into AnjuG 
system | it could be overwhelmed with the information of all 
the possible defense and emergency tactics. 

But more than anything else, Sergei was not a special 
defense force, but a disaster relief force. Any defense tactics 
were only secondary in their repertoire. 

And what6 more, even though AnjuG body was protected 
by an 8 point magnitude flow in an underground shelter, its only 
defense tactic was to destroy its own data before its sensors are 
destroyed. 


fe No response!O 

AAnything from the Capital Headquarters Air Defense 
Center?!0 

AThereG interference from the Minovsky Particles! 
Communications are down.0 

Minovsky Particles are particles which interfere with radio 
communication. They are used in anti-radio wave weapons. If 
these particles are shot into the air, no radio waves will transmit. 

The only communication that can work in this case is a wired 
or laser communication system. But the sensors on those systems 
were damaged in the attack so all communications with 
headquarters were down. 

Because of the war, most of Japan& capitals had changed 
locations, but Tokyo still remained JapanG largest city 1 that had 
not changed. 

To Sergei, it was obvious that no one had foreseen the 
possibility of Minovsky Particles being shot over TokyoG sky. 

Because he was in charge of watching the radar screen, he 
happened to know about Minovsky Particles. In measures to deal 
with natural disasters and in disaster relief, it is the times before 
and after the disaster that become much more crucial | not the time 
of the disaster itself. 

However, in battles where high-power machines are doing 
huge amounts of damage, the battle can be won or lost in the first 
two minutes. So it is how one reacts just after a disaster that will 
set the stage for either victory or defeat. 

It was a totally different ballpark from disaster relief. 

flake the line that@ still usable and set an interceptor 
departure. How is Daisanka doing? Intercept to Tender Gear as 
well.O 


flGn attempting to set that up via a normal telephone line. 
Sergeant Kurumada, Sergeant Kaiohara, check to see whether or 
not headquarters can use the wireless!0 

Kaji, seeing that the soldiers at the Air Defense Center had 
finally begun to utter what could be called commands, gave the 
command to secure the communications line | as embarrassing as 
it was for him in front of his subordinates. 

fé The angle of approach, the speed, the target mass, the 
flight directioné Isn@ this Tender Gear?0 

fWhat did you say?!0 

Kaji was a bit offended that his female subordinate officer, 
Motomiya Ruizu used town-speak 1 he was tired of hearing 
Alender Gear.O 

fEven Anju was confused I thought it was a small manmade 
planetoidé 6 

Kaji had no response for that. 

<It was right around the time that we gained contact with Star 
Buster Projecté > 

The wake of Annuun hypothesized that it might be a comet 
and announced this to the international Star Buster Project. It was 
just after this that Annuun was attacked in TokyoG sky. 

fFrom above we have strong accounts that it was Tender Gear. 
Do you think that@ not so?0 


The soldier on the other side of the glass took the phone 
receiver from upstairs and yelled into Kaji& receiver. 

fWeGe not going outside and looking up at the sky!O rang his 
voice. 

fEven Anju was confused. But the data that it could be Tender 
Gear should show up in the display.O 

ré ?! Reallyé Iseeé 6 

But even Kaji was not that haughty. He took out the small TV 
he had sneaked in unbeknownst to his squadron and plugged its 
antenna into the plug. 

(€@ Even a cut cable is better than no cable at all.) 

Kaji searched through the cable channels and stared at the 
shoulders of the soldiers who were scurrying in front of the display 
screen. 

When Sergei called in the national defense squad 1 a squadron 
with disaster relief as its primary duty 1 the title Save Japano was 
used and that is what they were still called. 

So even though they were not the military, and while their 
jurisdictions ended at matters of defense, it was left behind in 
former military protocol because calling the organization by many 
letters when it had only one or two officers was a difficult thing. 

This brought them disapproval from the public, but the 
government overcame the opposition and declared that Sergei is a 
disaster relief squadron. And even within Sergei, the mission was 
to create a positive image for the disaster relief squadron that 
would oppose the twenty-first century& world order. 


Inside the screen with a beeping scanning line, Kaji continued 
to search through the channels for anything that resembled a video 
image. 

f€ The Japanese citizens must resist the military power!0 

That voice suddenly hit Kaji ears. 

MAh!...0 

The screen was filled only with scanning lines, but a clearly 
accented Japanese voice was coming through his mini TV. 

fé We are a military institution 1 that is why we are attacked. 
This is the fate of any militaristic regime. The military fat cats who 
are holding the Japanese government hostage should get 
themselves as far away from us as possible. That is what Avenir 
saysé O 

fWhat was that?! Lieutenant! 

Motomiya Ruizu had peeked in on Kaji& TV 1 the other three 
officers had left the space. 

Ldn not sure. ItG just some foreigner speaking Japaneseé O 

AA militaristic nation top priority is supreme rule. Even if 
they try to avoid smugness, it always births a dictatorship. We can 
learn that from history. AvenirG philosophical outlook is much 
broader | the world and the universe are its concern. It wants the 
help of the people in the island called Japan 1 the people who wish 
for unity.O 


FAveniré ? What is thaté 0 

fWas Avenir mentioned?0 

Kaji was busy puzzling over how the invaders had possibly 
hijacked the signal. He hadnG@ been listening to the actual contents 
of the message. 

<The Minovsky Particles usually dond impact that large an 
area. This message must be audible to a good percentage of the 
Japanese populationé > 

While grieving over this reality, the lines of MotomiyaG and 
KonoedaG& young necks in the reflection of the TV screen glowed 
alluringly in the warped light. He considered that to be a plus, at 
least. 


